


Co-educational Prep School
Day, Weekly, Flexi and Full Boarding

3 13 years



Welcome to The
Downs Malvern
Ours is a tremendously busy, happy and successful day, 

weekly, flexi and full-boarding Prep School for girls and 

boys aged 3 to 13. 

The school is set within a stunning 55-acre campus on 

the western edge of the Malvern Hills and provides 

excellent teaching alongside superb academic, boarding, 

extra-curricular and sporting facilities. 

All children are supported and encouraged so that they are 

able to do their best in all that they undertake, from the 

classroom to the games pitches and throughout the wide 

range of activities on offer.  We are committed to producing 

happy, well-rounded children who will be able to move on to 

the next stage in their life with confidence.

Our values are respect, kindness, politeness, teamwork, honesty, 

enthusiasm and resilience, all of which are evident throughout 

the school.  We have a very simple formula here – ensuring 

that children feel safe and happy, that they are being taught 

extremely well and that parents know their children are getting 

an excellent all-round education. 

Alastair S Cook - Headmaster





What Makes
Us Special?
Our 55 acres of stunning landscape provide the 

children with a safe and secure environment in which 

they can thrive, explore and enhance their learning. 

The strong academic programme and outstanding 

teaching produce results that stand alongside the best 

in the Prep School world. 

Small classes, together with impressive teaching facilities, give our 

children the best opportunity to succeed. 

Boarding provides all children with the perfect ‘home-from-home’ 

experience and, together with the outstanding pastoral care, 

ensures that they are always happy and safe. 

Our diverse ‘Hobbies’ and ‘Activities’ programmes and 

extra-curricular opportunities give the children the chance to 

find something in which they can excel, and, most importantly, 

that they enjoy. 





Early Years
The Early Years department provides a secure, 

organised and stimulating environment where our 

youngest children are encouraged by a dynamic team 

of experienced and caring teachers to develop their 

individual strengths.

Emphasis is based on active, play-based learning, with a 

balance of child-initiated and adult-led activities.  

The children engage in creative activities, such as songs, stories, 

role-play and physical play.  They also have the opportunity to 

engage with the Prep School staff in French, Music, Numeracy 

and Games lessons. 

Weekly swimming lessons are held at the Malvern College 

indoor swimming pool. 

Early Years has its very own open garden and covered outdoor 

free-flow area, and the children make full use of the school’s 

extensive grounds and impressive ‘Forest School’ for their 

outdoor learning. 
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Pre-Prep
It is so important that our Pre-Prep children feel safe 

and happy, so that they can grow in self-esteem and 

confidence.

Pre-Prep offers a mixed day of formal instruction, 

within a warm, friendly atmosphere, to encourage 

exploration and self-expression.

Class lessons are the focus of the morning, followed by a range 

of afternoon activities, including ‘Forest School’, which 

encourages the children to be resilient and to develop a 

holistic understanding of their setting and the wider world. 

Extra-curricular activities are of vital importance in Pre-Prep, 

and the children can develop their skills in Sport, Music, Drama, 

Art and Design Technology. 

Regular trips off-site give the children the chance to have 

first-hand experience of professional productions, bringing 

science and history to life by exploring themes in a practical 

way. 





Prep
The Prep School covers Years 3 to 8 and the transition 

from Pre-Prep to Prep is a seamless one. 

Children may join The Downs Malvern at any time 

throughout the academic year.  They will always 

receive a very warm welcome and quickly feel ‘at 

home’ in our close school community. 

In Year 3, the children are greatly encouraged to become 

more independent in their thinking, learning and personal 

organisation.  Years 3 and 4 spend about two-thirds of their 

time with their class teacher and then move around the 

school for lessons in Design Technology, Art, Music, French, 

Science, Drama, PE and Games. 

From Year 5 onwards, the lessons are delivered by specialist 

teachers in well-resourced classrooms and laboratories. 

Class sizes remain small, with a maximum number of sixteen 

in each class. 





The Arts
The Creative Arts occupy a central place at The 

Downs Malvern.  Ar t, Music, Drama and Design 

Technology are all par t of the curriculum and 

are supplemented fur ther by our extensive 

extra-curricular programme. 

The school aims to inspire children of all ages to 

explore and develop their creativity, regardless of 

their individual abilities in these areas.   

  

They have ample opportunity to par ticipate in events such 

as the informal concer ts and drama productions.  Individual 

instrumental lessons and Speech and Drama lessons are also 

offered, including LAMDA lessons. 

Trips to ar t galleries, museums, professional theatre 

productions and listening to visiting musicians allow the 

children to develop a deeper love and appreciation of  The 

Arts.





Sport
Par ticipation is at the root of all our spor t, so that 

children of all abilities can enjoy it and achieve their 

full potential. 

Our impressive facilities provide the necessary 

foundation for our children to compete at a high 

level and to enjoy everything that sport has to offer.  

These include a large Sports Hall, extensive games 

fields, astro-turf pitch and netball and tennis courts.  

Swimming takes place at our associated senior school, 

Malvern College. 

The core sports in the winter months include rugby, hockey, 

football, netball and cross-country and, in the summer months, 

cricket, rounders, tennis and athletics.  We have celebrated 

recent successes in girls’ cricket too. 

Other spor ts such as swimming, gymnastics, basketball 

and badminton are included in both the PE and Games 

curriculums.  PE is taught as par t of the curriculum from 

Nursery all the way through to Year 8 so as to ensure the 

healthy physical development of each child.  





Boarding
Here at The Downs Malvern, boarding is very much 

based on feeling happy, safe and confident.  

There is an organised routine, with time set aside for 

study and music practice, as well as quiet relaxation 

and energetic games. 

Regular event nights are organised and special 

activities are arranged for the weekends, such as trips 

to Drayton Manor Park, ‘Laser Quest’, Cadbury World, 

‘Jumptastic’ and many more.

We offer the option of weekly, flexi or full boarding. 

Flexi-boarding can be chosen for many different reasons, 

such as parents working away, or children simply wanting to 

experience the fun and friendship of boarding. 

Our Boarding House, ‘The Warren’, has brightly decorated, 

comfor table dormitories, as well as a large Common Room 

and a Games Room. 

Boarders are cared for by an experienced resident team 

of teaching and non-teaching staff, led by Houseparents 

specifically appointed to the rôle.





Hobbies and
Activities
Saturday mornings are not for academic lessons but, 

instead, our extensive ‘Hobbies’ programme is in full 

swing.   This epitomises the school’s attitude that children 

are capable of anything, both within the classroom and 

beyond. 

They are given the opportunity to diversify their interests and 

experiences in ‘Hobbies’ such as cookery, drama, gymnastics, 

pottery, art, photography, gardening, fencing, ‘The Downs 

Malvern TV’ and railway engineering on the Downs Light 

Railway, to name but a few.    

The last lesson of the day on Tuesdays and Thursdays is given 

over to ‘Activities’ for children in Years 3 to 8.  This provides 

an opportunity for co-curricular extension, academic catch-up 

or a chance to learn a new skill in areas such as touch-typing, 

outdoor sketching, golf, debating, dance and many more.





Next Steps
By the time our bright-eyed young children reach the end of Year 8, they are fully prepared and ready to move on to the 

opportunities and challenges that they will meet at their senior schools. 

After taking Common Entrance or Scholarship exams, many of our Year 8 leavers will make the short trip over the Malvern 

Hills to our associated senior school, Malvern College; whilst others move on to alternative senior schools across the country.

We warmly invite you to come and visit us and to experience the spirit and atmosphere that is The Downs Malvern. 

To book a visit, please contact Mrs Katherine Cox, Registrar :

t: 01684 544108 

e: registrar@thedowns.malcol.org





Thanks to ‘DE Photo’ for providing some of the photographs

Brockhill Road, Colwall, Worcestershire, WR13 6EY

t: +44 (0)1684 544108 
e: registrar@thedowns.malcol.org
w: www.thedownsmalvern.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheDownsMalvern
Twitter: www.twitter.com/DownsMalvern 

Contact Us
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